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Non World War conflicts 
 

The Greek Civil War 
 

The Greek civil war was fought in phases; 1st phase 1943–1944, 2nd phase 3rd Dec 1944 – 11th Jan 1945 and the 3rd phase 30th Mar 1946 – 16th Oct 1949. 
 

The war was a result of struggles between left and right ideologies which started during 1943, as a result of a power 

vacuum left after Allies occupation during 1941–44. The struggle is considered to be the first example of the Cold 

War, or postwar involvement in the internal politics of a foreign country. 
 

The first signs of civil war began late in 1942, during the German occupation. With the Greek government in exile 

and unable to influence matters at home, various resistance groups of differing political ideologies emerged. The 

dominant groups were the leftist National Liberation Front (EAM), and its military branch the Greek People's 

Liberation Army (ELAS) which was effectively controlled by the military branch, of the Communist Party of Greece 

or KKE. 
 

The immediate prelude of the civil war took place in Athens, on December 3, 1944, less than two months after the 

Germans had retreated from the area. After an order to disarm, leftists resigned from the government and called for 

resistance. A riot, following a series of clashes in Athens erupted and Greek government gendarmes with British forces 

standing in support opened fire on a pro-EAM rally, killing 28 demonstrators and injuring dozens. 
  
The rally had been organised as a demonstration against the apparent impunity of collaborators, and the general 

disarmament ultimatum signed by the British commander in Greece. The battle lasted 33 days and resulted in the 

defeat of the EAM.  
 

The war erupted again in 1946 when forces of former ELAS partisans who found shelter in their hideouts and were 

controlled by the KKE, organized the DSE and its High Command headquarters. The KKE backed this endeavour,  

deciding that there was no alternative way to act against the internationally recognized government formed after the 1946 election, which the KKE had 

boycotted.  
 

Despite setbacks suffered by government forces from 1946 to 1948, they eventually won due to increased American aid, the failure of the DSE to attract 

sufficient recruits. The final victory of the western-allied government forces led eventually to Greece's membership in NATO which helped define the 

balance of power in the area for the entire Cold War. 
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