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Grenadier Guards 
The ending of the 2nd World War, 

 in South East Asia 
 

Operation Masterdom 1945-46 
 

The War in Vietnam was codenamed Operation Masterdom by the allies and known as Nam Bộ kháng chiến or Southern Resistance War, by 

the Vietnamese.  

It was a post WW2 conflict waged by British, Indian and French task force, along with Japanese troops against the Vietnamese Communist or 

Viet Minh for control of the southern half of the country following the unconditional Japanese surrender. 

The Indochina Wars are generally accepted as being three, in all:  

1st was France's unsuccessful 8-year conflict with the Vietminh nationalist forces (1946–1954).  

2nd was the battle for control of South Vietnam, which featured the unsuccessful American-led intervention ending in 1975.  

3rd and final conflict in Cambodia was sparked by the Vietnamese invasion during 1978. 

These events overlook the significant although brief conflict during 1945-46 that resulted from British occupation forces landing in Saigon to 

oversee the surrender of Japanese forces, and referred to as Operation Masterdom. 

Operation Masterdom was the result of decisions taken by allied Military leaders at Potsdam in Germany, in July 1945.  

The Allied military leaders took the decision to divide Indochina in half at the 16th parallel which would allow Chiang Kai-shek to receive the 

Japanese surrender in the North, while Lord Louis Mountbatten received the surrender in the South.  

The Allies had also agreed that France was the rightful owner of French Indochina, but due to France being severely weakened militarily 

following German occupation a British-Indian force would be installed to assist the French Provisional Government taking back control of its 

former colony. 
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To carry out his part in the operation Lord Mountbatten the Allied Commander of the Southeast Asia Command was to form an Allied 

Commission to go to Saigon, along with an infantry division of military force. The operation was required to ensure civil order be kept in and 

around Saigon whilst ensuring the Japanese surrendered, undertake humanitarian assistance to Allied internee’s and prisoners of war. 

In late August 1945, British occupying forces were assembled to depart to a number of Southeast Asian destinations. In fact some had already 

begun the journey when General Douglas MacArthur caused uproar at the Southeast Asia Command by forbidding any reoccupation, until he 

had personally received the Japanese surrender in Tokyo. 

General MacArthur's order caused tremendous problems as the delayed arrival of Allied troops enabled revolutionary groups to fill the power 

vacuum that had existed in Southeast Asia, since the Japanese capitulation on 15th August. The Communists were the direct beneficiaries of 

MacArthur’s order, as they exercised complete control over the Viet Minh or the nationalist alliance founded by Ho Chi Minh in 1941.  

In Hanoi and Saigon they rushed to seize government seats by killing or intimidating their rivals, in order to take power. 

While the Allies had stated that the French had sovereignty over Indochina the American’s opposed the return of Indochina to the French, but 

they exercised no official American animosity towards the Communist-led Viet Minh.  

General MacArthur had his ceremony aboard the battleship USS Missouri on 2nd September, and Allied medical rescue teams parachuted into 

the prisoner of war camps 3 days later.  

During the following days a support group of personnel and infantry escorts from Major-General Douglas-Gracey’s 80th brigade arrived in 

Saigon to check on conditions and report back, and on the 11th September a brigade was flown in from Hmawbi Field in Burma. 

When the advance Allied units landed in Saigon, they found themselves in the awkward position of being greeted and guarded by fully armed 

Japanese and Viet Minh soldiers. The reason for this un-expected situation was that six months earlier on 9th March they disarmed and interned 

the French forces, as the Japanese feared American’s would land in Indochina and did not trust the French. 


