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Grenadier Guards 
 

Non-World War conflicts 
 

Suez Crisis 1956-57 
 

History records many previous attempts to construct a waterway linking the Red Sea through the Nile river to the Mediterranean Sea dating as 

far back as the reign of Senausret III, Pharaoh of Egypt 1887-1849 BC.  
 

Scholars of modern history chart Egypt’s transformation from a subsistence based agricultural economy to a modern industrial economy, from 

the beginning of Muhammad Ali's rule in 1805. Some would suggest it began much earlier with the defeat of the Ottoman Empire, by the 

Mamluk’s in 1517. 
 

However, during the 19th century the ruling dynasty of Egypt had greatly increased the size of its military, at the same time spending huge 

sums of money on infrastructure projects. As a result, economic production had faltered and tax revenues were insufficient to repay the loans of 

European and foreign financiers. 
 

The decision to construct a canal had initially drawn criticism from Great Britain which considered the project a political scheme, to weaken its 

dominance in seaborne trade.  
 

However, in 1875 as a result of the deepening financial crisis and rising debt Egypt was forced to sell its shares in the ‘Universal Company of 

the Maritime Canal of Suez’, otherwise known as the Canal Operating Company. 
 

The British government of Benjamin Disraeli proved willing buyers and obtained a 44% share in the canal's operations for less than £4 Million 

equivalent to almost £½ Billion in 2020, and in doing so it maintained the majority shareholdings of the mostly French private investors.  
 

The canal was constructed and completed by the Suez Canal Company, which was now jointly controlled by Great Britain and France.  
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President Nasser’s decision to nationalise the 120-mile Suez Canal would allow him to seize the revenue from the passing shipping and use it to 

fund the Aswan Dam project which western countries and governments had refused to finance, and in the process remove the controlling 

influence of Great Britain and France.  
 

The Suez Crisis of 1956-57 is sometimes referred as the Second Arab–Israeli war or the tripartite aggression in the 

Arab world, or the Sinai War from an Israel perspective. It was an invasion of Egypt by Israel late in 1956, 

followed within days by the United Kingdom, and France. 
 

The aim of the war was to regain the ‘Occident’ or western control over the Suez Canal, and remove the Egyptian 

president Gamal Abdel Nasser from power who had nationalised the canal in July 1956.  
 

Fighting began on the 29th Oct 1956 when Israel invaded the Egyptian Sinai  

Peninsula, the United Kingdom and France issued an immediate call for a 

cease fire which was ignored.  
 

On the 5th November Great Britain and France landed paratroopers along parts 

of the Suez Canal and although military objectives were achieved in defeating 

the Egyptian troops, the Egyptian had blocked the Suez Canal rendering it 

impassable to shipping. 
 

The invasion had immediately attracted extreme political pressure from the United States, Soviet Union and the United Nations which led to a 

withdrawal by the three invaders some 9 days after it started.  
 

President Eisenhower had threatened serious financial damage, with his threat to sell the US government's pound Sterling bonds.  

Historians would later conclude that the crisis marked a "signified end of Great Britain's role as a world power. The episode humiliated the 

United Kingdom and France, and in the process strengthened Nasser status as Egypt’s leader. 
 

It later became clear that Israel, France and Britain had conspired, in the plan to invade. The United Nations went on to create the UNEF 

Peacekeeper Force and patrolled the Egyptian-Israeli border, Anthony Eden resigned his post of Prime Minister, and the Canadian external 

affairs minister Les Paterson won the Nobel Peace Prize for his efforts in negotiating a peace.  
   
  


